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LICHFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

1957 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members, 

Lichfield  Rural  District  Council. 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report  on  the  health  of 
the  District  and  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  of  the  Council. 

The  health  of  the  District,  as  shown  by  the  vital  statistics, 
remained  satisfactory,  both  as  compared  with  that  of  previous  years  and 
that  of  the  country  as  a  whole  during  1957. 

As  regards  infectious  diseases,  the  picture  shown  is  a  relatively 
satisfactory  one,  the  only  disease  showing  more  than  usual  prevalence 
being  measles,  in  its  usual  mild  form.  The  continued  fairly  heavy 
incidence  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was,  however,  one  of  the  less 
satisfactory  features.  On  the  other  hand,  the  District  was  relatively 
free  during  the  year  from  poliomyelitis,  both  paralytic  and  non¬ 
paralytic.  Particulars  of  these  matters,  and  of  the  epidemic  of  influenza 
which  occurred  during  the  year,  are  given  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

Action  in  relation  to  the  housing  responsibilities  of  the  Council 
continued  satisfactorily  until  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  when  the 
results  of  credit  restriction,  imposed  nationally,  led  to  a  slowing-up  of  the 
Council’s  programme  for  clearance  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

The  same  factor  operated  throughout  the  whole  year  in  relation  to 
the  large  schemes  for  the  improvement  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
throughout  the  District.  The  delay  in  obtaining  approval  for  such 
schemes  is  very  disappointing,  in  view  of  the  great  amount  of  necessary 
work  waiting  to  be  done.  As  mentioned  by  the  Surveyor,  however,  in 
his  section  of  this  report,  the  Shenstone  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
scheme  was  completed  in  December,  1957. 

The  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  continued  without 
interruption  from  any  staff  changes  during  the  year,  the  only  change 
being  the  addition  of  Mr.  F.  G.  Palmer,  as  Pupil  Public  Health 
Inspector,  to  the  staff  in  September. 

As  in  previous  years,  I  would  thank  Members  of  the  Council  for 
their  continued  interest  and  support  during  the  year,  and  Officers  both 
in  the  Health  and  other  Departments  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and 
co-operation.  I  would  also  thank  the  Surveyor  and  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector  for  their  contributions  to  this  report,  and  other 
Officers  in  the  Department  for  their  help  in  its  preparation. 

C.  E.  JAMISON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


July,  1958. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Particulars  of  area,  population,  inhabited  houses,  rateable  value 
and  product  of  a  penny  rate  are  set  out  below  in  the  same  form  as  in 
previous  years  : — 


Area  (in  acres) . 

Population  ...  . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value  of  Occupied  Property 
Net  product  of  Penny  Rate . 


84,715 
40, ICO 
10,796 
...  £366,309 
£1,430 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  population  recorded  again  shows  a  slight 
reduction,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  service 
personnel  stationed  in  the  District  was  greater  than  the  increase  which 
occurred  in  the  civilian  population.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses 
shows  an  increase  similar  to  those  of  recent  years.  Total  rateable  value 
and  net  product  of  a  penny  rate  both  showed  moderate  increases  on  the 
previous  year. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  principal  statistics  are  set  out  below  in  the  usual  form  : — 


Live  Births — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

288 

316 

604 

Illegitimate 

11 

18 

29 

T  otal  ...  ...  ...  ... 

299 

334 

633 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1,000  Population 

•  .  • 

15-7 

Still  Births — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

4 

5 

9 

Illegitimate  . 

0 

0 

0 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ... 

4 

5 

9 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births  ... 

•  •  • 

14*0 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

228 

200 

428 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population...  10*5 

Deaths  in  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age... 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

8 

12 

20 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

8 

12 

20 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 

• .  . 

31*5 

Deaths  in  Infants  under  Four  Weeks  of  Age: — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

6 

11 

17 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

T'  otal  ...  ...  ... 

6 

11 

17 

Neonatal  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 

*  •  ♦ 

26*8 
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Deaths  from  Cancer  .  53 

Deaths  from  Measles  .  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  .  0 

Taking  live  births  and  still  births  together,  one  birth  in  every  22 

was  an  illegitimate  one,  as  compared  to  one  birth  in  every  28  in  1956. 

The  still-birth  rate,  at  14'0  per  1,000  total  births,  compares  with  a 
figure  of  23*2  for  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  statistics  relating  to  population,  birth 
rate,  death  rate  and  infant  mortality  rate  for  1957  and  for  the  preceding 
15  years. 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infant 

Mortality 

1942  ... 

32,000 

18*7 

9-5 

Rate 

37*2 

1943  ... 

32,000 

17*7 

10*4 

45*3 

1944  ... 

32,760 

191 

10T 

38*1 

1945  ... 

32,710 

19*0 

io-o 

48*0 

1946  ... 

33,790 

19-4 

9*2 

45*9 

1947  ... 

34,400 

2F5 

io-o 

43*5 

1948  ... 

34,340 

17.8 

9.1 

37.6 

1949  ... 

37,740 

18.7 

10.1 

49.2 

1950  ... 

40,340 

14.5 

9.3 

29.0 

1951  ... 

41,940 

13.9 

8.2 

37.8 

1952  ... 

41,970 

14.4 

7.7 

33.1 

1953  ... 

43,180 

13.5 

8.3 

22.3 

1954  ... 

42,580 

13*6 

10*3 

25*9 

1955  ... 

42,580 

127 

10-9 

18*6 

1956  ... 

41,250 

14*3 

10*9 

27*1 

1957  ... 

40,100 

15*7 

10*5 

31*5 

Fairly  full  notes  regarding  the  reasons  for  variations  in  these  figures 
have  been  given  in  previous  years.  The  figures  for  1957  do  not  show 
any  notable  departure  from  earlier  trends. 

As  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  our  local  birth  rate  and  death  rate 
figures  must  be  adjusted  to  allow  for  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
local  population  before  they  can  be  compared  with  those  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a  whole.  The  statistics,  adjusted  in  the  case  of  the  birth 
rate  and  death  rate  in  this  way,  are  set  out  below  : — 


LIVE 

DEATH 

INFANT 

PLACE 

BIRTHRATE 

RATE 

MORTALITY  RATE 

LICHFIELD  R.  D . 

17.9 

10.8 

31.5 

England  and  Wales 

16.1 

11.5 

23.1 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  figures  for  the  birth  rate  and  death  rate 
compare  well  with  those  of  the  country  as  a  whole,  but  that  the  infant 
mortality  rate  does  not  compare  quite  so  favourably.  As  mentioned 
on  a  previous  occasion,  however,  the  local  figures  of  infant  mortality 
are,  of  course,  so  small  that  small  variations  in  actual  numbers  produce 
a  quite  disproportionately  large  effect  on  the  rate  in  particular  years. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

The  causes  of  death  of  persons  resident  in  the  District  are  recorded 
after  inclusion  of  persons  ordinarily  resident  in  the  District  who  died 
outside  it  and  exclusion  of  non-residents  who  died  at  hospitals  and 
other  places  inside  the  District.  Adjusted  in  this  way,  the  causes  of 
death  during  1957  were  as  follows  : — 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

MALES 

FEMALES 

TOTAL 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory . 

1 

0 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other  than  respiratory 

0 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  disease  . 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough . 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  infections . 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis . 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

1 

0 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

5 

2 

7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  and  bronchus 

7 

2 

9 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

0 

8 

8 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

0 

4 

4 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15 

9 

24 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia  . 

1 

0 

1 

Diabetes 

0 

4 

4 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

27 

26 

53 

Coronary  disease  and  angina 

31 

15 

46 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

4 

4 

8 

Other  heart  disease . 

28 

43 

71 

Other  circulatory  disease  .. 

8 

9 

17 

Influenza 

4 

4 

8 

Pneumonia  ... 

13 

11 

24 

Bronchitis 

15 

1 

16 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

5 

2 

7 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum... 

8 

0 

8 

Gastritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

0 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

5 

2 

7 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

3 

0 

3 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion . 

0 

0 

0 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

3 

1 

4 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

25 

46 

71 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

6 

1 

7 

All  other  accidents  ... 

10 

2 

12 

Suicide 

3 

2 

5 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war . 

0 

0 

0 

TOTALS  ... 

228 

200 

428 

7 


Of  these  deaths,,  20  occurred  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  More 
details  of  the  causes  of  these  deaths  are  given  in  a  later  paragraph.  A 
further  4  deaths  occurred  in  children  between  1  year  and  2  years,  but  no 
deaths  in  children  between  2  years  and  10  years,  while  no  fewer  than 
228  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  70  years  of  age. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  that  cancer  of  the  lung  or  bronchus 
was  the  cause  of  9  deaths,  with  the  incidence,  as  usual  higher  among 
males  than  among  females.  The  Council  considered  during  the  year 
the  evidence  linking  this  disease  with  smoking,  and  decided  to  exhibit 
posters  dealing  with  the  connection  which  is  believed  to  exist.  It  was 
agreed,  however,  that  the  most  useful  activity  in  this  field  can  best  be 
carried  out  by  the  County  Council  in  acquainting  older  school-children 
of  the  known  facts  at  the  time  when  they  are  approaching  an  age  when 
they  are  likely  to  decide  whether  or  not  to  begin  smoking. 

The  number  of  deaths  resulting  from  bronchitis  was  considerably 
reduced  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  As  usual,  the  disease 
affected  males  to  a  very  much  greater  extent  than  females.  It  is  fairly 
obvious  from  the  great  variations  in  incidence  in  different  countries  that 
environment  must  be  a  very  important  factor  in  the  causation  of  this 
disease,  but  it  is  too  early  to  express  dogmatic  opinions  on  the  element 
in  the  environment  which  pre-disposes  to  it. 

Pneumoconiosis  was  not  listed  as  a  primary  cause  of  death  in  any 
person  dying  during  1957.  It  was,  however,  listed  as  a  contributory 
cause  in  two  cases,  and  may  have  played  an  important  part  in  one  of  these 
cases.  Both  persons  were  between  70  and  80  years  of  age. 

Deaths  recorded  as  being  due  to  motor  vehicle  accidents  were 
more  numerous  than  in  the  previous  year,  which  had  an  unusually 
good  record.  Of  the  7  deaths,  all  but  one  occurred  in  males.  Apart 
from  one  boy  of  13  years,  who  met  his  death  as  the  result  of  a  collision 
between  his  pedal  cycle  and  a  lorry,  all  the  victims  were  adults. 

Accidents  recorded  as  being  due  to  causes  other  than  motor 
vehicles  occurred  from  very  varied  causes.  Thus,  two  of  the  deaths 
resulted  from  traffic  accidents  not  involving  motor  vehicles,  five,  all  in 
males,  were  due  to  accidents  occurring  in  industry,  four  deaths  resulted 
from  fracture  of  the  thigh  bone  occurring  in  elderly  people,  while  the 
remaining  death  in  this  group  resulted  from  drowning  at  sea,  while  the 
victim  was  on  holiday. 

Suicides  were  more  numerous  than  in  the  previous  year,  five  deaths 
being  attributed  to  this  cause.  Two  of  the  persons  concerned  were 
between  70  and  80  years  of  age,  while  the  remaining  three  were  all 
between  40  and  50  years  of  age. 

No  death  was  attributed  to  pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion. 
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Infant  deaths  were,  unfortunately,  slightly  more  numerous  than 
in  the  previous  year.  The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 


Stated  Causes  of  Death 

Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4  weeks 

4  weeks  and 

under  3  months 

3  months  and 

under  6  months 

6  months  and 

under  9  months 

9  months  and 

under  1  year 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  year 

of  age 

1 

Congenital  Abnormality  . . . 

4 

— . 

_ 

4 

_ 

— 

- - 

4 

Prematurity  and  Atelectasis 

10 

1 

— 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Birth  Injury . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Other  causes  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

Totals  ... 

17 

1 

— 

— - 

18 

1 

1 

20 

It  will  be  seen  that,  as  in  all  recent  years,  the  vast  majority  of 
infant  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  week,  and  that  the  main  causes  of 
death  were  prematurity  and  congenital  abnormality.  This  finding  is 
in  accordance  with  that  throughout  the  country,  which  caused  prepara¬ 
tions  to  be  made  during  the  year  for  a  special  investigation  into  the 
causes  of  stillbirth  and  infant  death,  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  the 
actual  factors  involved  in  the  causation  of  the  various  abnormalities. 
Such  investigations  are,  of  course,  time  consuming,  but  are  obviously  a 
necessary  preliminary  to  further  action  to  reduce  mortality  in  this  field. 

Unlike  the  last  two  years,  when  no  deaths  were  attributed  to 
tuberculosis,  the  year  showed  two  deaths  due  to  this  cause. 

As  might  be  expected  in  the  light  of  the  quite  considerable 
influenza  epidemic  which  occurred  during  the  year,  deaths  from  this 
cause  were  higher  than  in  the  previous  year.  Further  reference  to  this 
epidemic  will  be  made  in  a  later  paragraph. 
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Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease, 
other  than  tuberculosis,  notified  during  the  year,  together  with  figures 
for  the  same  diseases  notified  in  the  previous  four  years  : — 


Nature  of  Case 

Total 

1953 

Total 

1954 

Total 

1955 

Total 

1956 

Total 

1957 

1957 

Age  Distribution 

Male 

Female 

Scarlet  Fever 

59 

65 

16 

20 

27 

12 

15 

Under  2  years  ...  — 

2  years  ...  ...  1 

3  years  ...  ...  1 

4  years  ...  ....  3 

5-9  years  ...  14 

1-14  years  ...  8 

15  years  and  over  — 

Whooping  Cough 

101 

52 

20 

62 

79 

37 

42 

Under  1  year  ...  4 

1  year  ...  ...  6 

2  years  ...  ...  8 

3  years  ...  ...  18 

4  years  ...  ...  7 

5-9  years  ...  35 

10-14  years  ...  1 

15-24  years  ...  2 

25  years  and  over  1 

Measles 

690 

13 

461 

23 

655 

335 

320 

Under  1  year  ...  17 

1  year  ...  ...  59 

2  years  ...  ...  52 

3  years  ...  ...  62 

4  years  ...  ...  91 

5-9  years  ...  356 

10-14  years  ...  12 

15  years  and  over  6 

Paralytic 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

6  years 

Non-paralytic 

Poliomyelitis 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

7  years 

Pneumonia 

59 

42 

19 

20 

17 

11 

6 

Under  5  years  ...  2 

5-14  years  ...  5 

15-44  years  ...  7 

45-64  years  ...  3 

65  years  and  over  — 

Dysentery 

2 

18 

23 

26 

6 

2 

4 

Under  1  year  ...  1 

1  year  ...  ...  1 

2  years  ...  ...  — 

3  years  ...  ...  — 

4  years  ...  ...  — 

5-9  years  ...  2 

10-14  years  ...  1 

15-24  years  ...  — 

25  years  and  over  1 

Food  Poisoning 

6 

4 

10 

5 

5 

Under  5  years  ...  3 

5-14  years  ...  4 

15-24  years  ...  2 

45-64  years  ...  1 

65  years  and  over  — 

Erysipelas 

4 

11 

6 

11 

5 

2 

3 

Under  15  years  ...  — 

15-44  years  ...  1 

45-64  years  ...  4 

65  years  and  over  — 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1  week 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 
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As  will  be  seen  from  the  table,  the  incidence  of  scarlet  fever 
continued  to  be  low.  The  disease  continued  to  be  of  a  mild  character, 
and  called  for  no  special  measures  for  control. 

Whooping  cough  was  slightly  more  prevalent  than  in  earlier  years. 
Immunisation  was  provided  throughout  the  year,  but  was  rather  less 
popular  with  parents  of  young  children  than  that  against  diphtheria. 
It  is  still  too  early  to  judge  the  full  result  of  the  immunisation  campaign 
carried  out  through  infant  welfare  clinics  and  family  doctors. 

As  in  all  recent  years,  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  reported.  It  is 
reasonable  to  attribute  this  freedom  from  infection  to  the  vigorous 
immunisation  campaign  carried  out  over  a  period  of  many  years. 

Measles  was  by  far  the  most  prevalent  notifiable  infectious  disease 
during  the  year.  The  local  figures  exemplify  well  the  typical  biennial 
incidence  of  the  disease.  Fortunately,  it  was  of  the  usual  mild  character. 
This  no  doubt  led  to  many  cases  not  being  reported  to  the  family  doctor, 
and  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  total  number  of  cases  was 
considerably  larger  than  indicated  by  the  number  of  notifications,  large 
as  this  was. 

The  number  of  cases  of  poliomyelitis,  paralytic  and  non-paralytic, 
was  again  small.  In  view  of  the  relatively  small  number  of  children 
vaccinated  against  the  disease  before  or  during  the  year,  it  cannot  be 
claimed  that  the  good  result  was  due  to  this  cause.  It  is  reasonable  to 
hope,  however,  that  the  intensified  campaign  will  exercise  a  beneficial 
influence  in  years  to  come. 

Dysentery  was  less  prevalent  than  in  earlier  years.  The  small 
number  of  cases  reported  occurred  in  the  Hungarian  Refugee  Camp  at 
Hednesford,  a  residential  school  and  a  residential  nursery,  as  well  as  in 
three  private  households.  No  spread  of  infection  occurred,  which  speaks 
well  for  the  care  exercised  by  those  in  charge  of  the  institutions 
mentioned. 

Of  the  10  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified,  5  occurred  in  one 
household.  The  usual  bacteriological  investigation  was  carried  out,  but 
did  not  reveal  the  source  of  infection.  The  remaining  5  cases,  were 
sporadic  ones,  occurring  in  five  households  in  different  parts  of  the  area 
and  at  different  times.  One  of  these  occurred  in  a  child  who  contracted 
his  illness  immediately  after  return  from  holiday  in  another  part  of  the 
country,  who  presumably  became  infected  in  that  area.  Investigation  of 
another  case  revealed  similar  infection  in  a  dog  with  which  the  patient 
was  in  close  contact.  Appropriate  action  was  taken  to  prevent  spread  of 
infection. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  and  of  deaths 
from  the  disease  occurring  during  the  year,  together  with  particulars  of 
the  age-groups  of  the  persons  affected  : — 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

AGE  PERIOD 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulm< 

3nary 

Pulm 

□nary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  5  years 

— - 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

... 

— 

5 — 10  years 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10 — 15  years 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 20  years 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 — 25  years 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 — 45  years 

2 

4 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 55  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 — 65  years 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Over  65  years 

1 

- — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

14 

10 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

The  figures  show  that,  so  far  as  pulmonary  disease  is  concerned, 
considerable  numbers  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  still  being  diagnosed, 
and  it  is  evident  that  the  disease  is  still  by  no  means  under  control. 
The  control  measures  mentioned  in  earlier  reports  were,  of  course, 
continued  during  the  year.  The  figures  relating  to  non-pulmonary 
disease  were  much  more  encouraging,  and  show  the  benefit  now  being 
derived,  in  added  safety,  from  the  heat-treatment  of  milk,  which  is  now 
compulsory  for  all  milk,  except  that  from  attested  herds,  distributed  in 
the  District.  The  need  for  this  safeguard  is  amply  demonstrated  by  the 
fact  that  tubercle  bacilli  were  found  on  13  occasions  during  the  year  in 
milk  produced  in  the  District,  a  figure  considerably  higher  than  the 
corresponding  figure  in  the  previous  year.  Very  good  progress  is  now 
being  made,  however,  in  the  elimination  of  cattle  reacting  to  the 
tuberculin  test  from  herds  in  the  District,  and  it  appears  reasonable  to 
hope  that  all  reacting  cattle  will  be  cleared,  and  herds  attested,  within 
the  next  few  years. 

The  figures  shown  above  do  not  include  a  number  of  cases  of 
tuberculosis  diagnosed  among  refugees  at  the  Hungarian  Refugee 
Camp  at  Hednesford,  as  it  was  evident  that  the  infections  in  these  cases 
had  been  contracted  before  arrival  in  this  country.  No  spread  of  infection 
was  traced  to  these  refugees. 

Although  two  deaths  were  attributed  to  tuberculosis  during  the  year, 
it  is  evident  that  improved  facilities  and  methods  of  treatment  are  giving 
patients  a  much  better  chance  of  recovery  than  was  the  case  prior  to  a 
few  years  ago.  The  improvement  over  a  period  of  years  is  shown  by  the 
figures  in  the  following  table  : — 
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YEAR 

NEW 

7  CASES 

DEA 

THS 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

1942 

12 

6 

14 

7 

1943 

15 

2 

11 

3 

1944 

21 

4 

14 

2 

1945 

11 

3 

7 

4 

1946 

19 

6 

11 

2 

1947 

22 

7 

11 

3 

1948 

22 

6 

6 

1 

1949 

21 

5 

3 

— 

1950 

20 

12 

5 

2 

1951 

18 

9 

6 

1 

1952 

24 

10 

3 

2 

1953 

30 

3 

6 

— 

1954 

37 

7 

9 

1 

1955 

18 

5 

— 

— 

1956 

18 

3 

— 

- — 

1957 

24 

2 

1 

1 

INFLUENZA 

The  outbreak  of  Asian  influenza  which  spread  widely  throughout 
the  country  in  the  later  part  of  the  year  invaded  the  District  in 
September  and  October,  affecting  very  large  numbers  of  persons,  both 
children  and  adults.  As  the  disease  is  not  notifiable  by  medical  practi¬ 
tioners,  it  is  not  possible  to  estimate  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  the 
total  number  of  persons  affected.  Absences  from  schools,  however, 
varied  at  the  height  of  the  epidemic  between  10%  and  50%  of  all 
children  on  the  rolls.  Absences  of  adults  from  work  were,  of  course, 
less  heavy,  but  still  numerous.  By  the  end  of  October,  the  epidemic  was 
well  past  its  peak. 

Taking  it  as  a  whole,  the  epidemic  was  a  large  one,  involving  very 
large  numbers  of  persons,  and  throwing  an  enormous  strain  on  medical 
practitioners.  The  effect  on  the  average  individual  patient  was  not, 
however,  very  severe,  most  of  them  being  unwell  only  for  a  few  days. 
Some  of  those  affected  were,  of  course,  more  severely  affected,  usually 
by  complications  of  the  disease  and,  as  reported  earlier,  8  persons  died 
from  influenza  during  the  year,  of  whom  5  died  during  the  period  of 
what  may  be  termed  epidemic  prevalence.  Four  of  these  persons  were 
over  65  years  of  age. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 

Arrangements  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  these  diseases 
continued  as  recorded  in  previous  years. 


ANTHRAX 

Information  was  received  about  four  cases  in  which  animals  were 
suspected  of  being  affected  by  this  disease,  but  the  diagnosis  was  not 
confirmed  in  any  of  these  cases.  The  disease  in  human  beings  is  not 
statutorily  notifiable,  but  information  about  cases  is  usually  furnished 
on  a  voluntary  basis.  No  case  was  reported  during  the  year. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

The  survey  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared  for  consumption  by 
the  public,  mentioned  in  my  report  for  1956,  was  concluded  in  1957. 
The  standards  found  were  generally  satisfactory.  Advice  was  given 
where  necessary  when  standards  were  found  to  be  below  those  required 
by  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  issued  under  the  above  Act. 

The  results  of  examination  of  milk  sampled  in  the  District  for 
cleanliness  and  efficiency  of  heat-treatment  processes,  where  such  have 
been  carried  out,  and  for  presence  of  the  organisms  causing  tuberculosis 
were  as  follows  : — 


DETAILS  (AND  SIGNIFICANCE)  OF  TESTS 

Meth.  Blue 

Phosphatase 

Turbidity 

Biological 

Grade  of  Milk 

(Cleanliness) 

(Efficient 

(Efficient 

(Tuber- 

Pasteurisa- 

Sterilisa- 

culosis) 

tion) 

tion) 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Neg. 

Pos. 

T.T . 

32 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

_ 

T.T.  (Past.) 

72 

3 

80 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

84 

7 

92 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sterilised  ... 

- 

— 

— 

— 

41 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

188 

18 

172 

2 

41 

— 

11 

— 

The  results  of  the  tests  are  not  entirely  reassuring.  For  instance, 
the  samples  failed  the  cleanliness  test  in  a  greater  proportion  of  cases 
than  in  the  previous  year.  Action  resulting  from  this  rests  with  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  It  will  also  be  seen  that 
two  samples  did  not  pass  the  test  for  efficiency  of  the  pasteurisation 
process.  Supervision  of  this  process  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County 
Council,  as  food  and  drugs  authority.  It  is  more  encouraging  to  note 
that  all  samples  of  sterilised  milk  showed  that  the  process  had  been 
carried  out  efficiently,  and  that  no  sample  of  any  kind  of  milk  taken  by 
routine  sampling  showed  infection  with  tubercle  bacilli,  although,  as 
recorded  in  an  earlier  paragraph,  these  organisms  were  found  on  13 
occasions  in  commercial  supplies  of  milk  produced  in  the  District. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  made  available  the 
following  information  regarding  the  quality  of  samples  of  food  collected 
in  the  District : — 


Number  of 

Nature  of  Food  Samples  Taken 


MILK  : 


Milk  . 

•••  ••• 

13 

Pasteurised  . 

•  • •  •••  •  •  • 

50 

Pasteurised  Tuberculin  Tested 

•  •  •  •  •  ®  •  •  • 

17 

Channel  Islands  (All  Grades) 

•  ••  •••  •  • • 

8 

Tuberculin  Tested  . 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

34 

Sterilised  . 

•••  • • •  ••• 

13 

Total 

135 

14 


GENERAL  FOODS  AND  DRUGS 

Almond  Flavour. 

Almond  Essence. 

Butter. 

Beans  with  Pork  Sausage. 
Bicarbonate  of  Soda. 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence. 
Cheeses. 

Cottage  Pudding. 

Corned  Beef. 

Custard  Cream  Biscuits. 

Damson  Jam. 

Demerara  Sugar. 

Desiccated  Coconut. 

Dressed  Crab. 

Flour,  Plain. 

Flour,  Self-Raising. 

Fruit  Cake. 

Gin. 

Ginger  Nut  Biscuits. 

Ground  Nutmegs. 

Glucose  Tablets. 

Ice  Cream. 

Total  : 


Lard. 

Lemon  Curd. 

Margarine. 

Malt  Vinegar. 

Pork  Sausage. 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat. 

Potato  Crisps. 

Prunes  in  Syrup. 

Rock  Lobster. 

“  Ready  Brek.” 

Raspberry  Waffle  Cream. 
Shredded  Beef  Suet. 

Soya  Flour. 

Salmon  Spread. 

Sago  Creamola. 

Sap  Green  Flavour. 

Tea. 

Treacle. 

Thyme  and  Parsley  Sauce. 
Vinegar  with  Salt  and  Caramel. 
Whisky. 

67  Samples. 


Seven  of  the  pasteurised  milks  were  found  to  contain  added  water, 
and  proceedings  were  instituted.  Fines  of  £ 5  with  £24  12s.  costs  were 
imposed.  Two  Channel  Islands  T.T.  milks  were  deficient  in  fat,  but 
were  found  to  be  of  naturally  poor  quality.  A  sample  of  soya  flour  was 
found  to  be  deficient  in  fat  and  to  contain  mould  growths.  It  was  old 
stock,  and  was  removed  from  sale.  A  sample  of  Demarara  sugar  contained 
yeast,  slightly  fermented.  It  was  old  stock,  no  more  being  available 
for  sale. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

These  remained  as  in  earlier  years.  The  results  of  examinations 


carried  out  were  as  follows  : — 

Throat  Swabs  . 

Sputa  for  T ubercle  Bacillus 

F  aeces  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Blood  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Pus 

JL  Uu  •••  •  •  •  «  ♦  «  •••  *  *  • 

Drinking  Water  : — 

Chemical  Examination 
Bacteriological  Examination  ... 

Other  Water  : — 

Chemical  Examination 
Bacteriological  Examination  ... 


Positive 

Negative 

Total 

2 

23 

25 

19 

177 

196 

Normal 

Abnormal 

Total 

104 

18 

122 

3 

— 

3 

— 

1 

1 

Fit 

Unfit 

Total 

4 

5 

9 

9 

27 

36 

— 

— 

39 
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HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 

The  only  change  apparent  was  an  even  greater  difficulty  than  in 
previous  years  in  securing  admission  to  hospital  of  the  elderly  chronic 
sick.  The  position  has  now  been  reached  where  beds  can  only  be  made 
available,  often  after  considerable  delay,  for  those  who  either  live  alone 
or  who  require  care  and  attention  completely  beyond  the  ability  of  the 
persons  with  whom  they  are  living.  The  continued  use  of  the  district 
nursing  service  and  expansion  of  the  home  help  service  have  gone  some 
way  to  meet  the  needs  of  those  who  would  ordinarily  be  in  hospital,  but 
it  is  obvious  that  considerable  hardship  is  caused  by  the  present  inability 
to  provide  hospital  beds  for  all  those  who  really  need  them.  Arrange¬ 
ments  for  assessing  priorities  of  those  awaiting  admission  were  continued 
as  in  previous  years,  in  an  effort  to  ensure  that  the  beds  available  were 
occupied  by  those  most  in  need. 


PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

No  great  change  occurred  in  this  field.  The  County  Council  has 
increased  its  establishment  of  health  visitors,  in  an  effort  to  give  a  better 
service  both  to  mothers  of  young  children  and  to  older  persons  in  need 
of  advice.  So  far,  however,  the  general  shortage  of  health  visitors 
throughout  the  country  has  prevented  any  possibility  of  increasing 
numbers  of  those  employed  to  the  figures  authorised. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951 

Compulsory  action  was  not  used  during  the  year  to  secure  the 
admission  of  any  person  either  to  a  hostel  or  to  a  hospital.  This  does  not 
mean  that  no  person  is  known  to  be  living  in  conditions  which  might  be 
regarded  as  prejudicial  to  his  or  her  health,  but  rather  that  compulsory 
action  is  strictly  limited  to  those  cases  where  the  circumstances  are  such 
as  to  create  either  a  very  real  danger  to  the  health  of  other  people  or  to 
be  a  real  and  demonstrable  danger  to  the  health  of  the  person  concerned. 


HOUSING 

Good  progress  in  the  building  of  houses  and  flats  was  maintained 
during  the  year  both  by  the  Council  and  by  private  enterprise,  60  houses 
and  flats  being  completed  by  the  Council  and  101  by  private  owners. 
Apart  from  those  completed  during  the  year,  a  further  126  houses  and 
flats  were  in  course  of  erection  by  the  Council  and  1 13  by  private  owners 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

As  regards  the  waiting-list  for  council-owned  housing  accommoda¬ 
tions,  the  position  may  be  stated  most  simply  by  saying  that  there  were 
727  families  on  the  list  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  of  whom  60  were 
rehoused  in  new  houses  and  flats  during  the  year,  and  a  further  55  in 
relet  accommodation,  but  that,  owing  to  new  applications,  the  waiting- 
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list  was  only  reduced  to  712  in  the  same  period.  It  is  therefore  clear  that, 
even  during  a  year  when  only  a  very  small  number  of  families  were 
rehoused  from  unfit  housing  accommodation,  the  new  housing  provided 
did  very  little  more  than  keep  pace  with  new  applications  for  housing. 

It  is  disappointing  to  have  to  relate  that  many  of  the  families  living 
in  properties  mentioned  in  earlier  reports  as  having  been  the  subject  of 
statutory  action  by  the  Council  under  the  Housing  Acts  were  still  in 
occupation  at  the  end  of  1957.  In  particular,  the  houses  at  Atherstone 
Street,  Fazeley,  mentioned  in  my  report  for  1954,  those  in  The  Square, 
Edingale,  listed  in  my  report  for  1955,  and  those  in  Colton  and 
Hammerwich,  set  out  in  my  report  for  1956,  were  still,  for  the  greater 
part,  in  occupation  in  1957.  The  delay  was,  of  course,  due  to  the 
necessity  to  build  houses  and  fiats,  in  most  cases,  specifically  for  the 
occupants  of  the  larger  groups  of  unfit  houses.  While  the  delay  is  easily 
understandable  in  these  circumstances,  it  must  not  be  forgotten,  even 
at  times  when  credit  restriction  makes  large-scale  building  difficult,  that 
large  numbers  of  families  were  still  living,  in  1957,  in  houses  scheduled 
as  unfit  in  1954,  1955  and  1956.  Fortunately,  the  position  has  improved 
somewhat  since  the  end  of  1957,  with  the  rehousing  of  the  remaining 
families  from  the  Clearance  Areas  in  Fazeley  and  Hammerwich. 

Referring  to  my  last  report,  I  have  to  record  that  in  the  one  case  in 
which  an  owner  exercised  his  right  to  appeal  against  the  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order  made  by  the  Council,  the  Order  was  eventually  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

The  following  table  sets  out  particulars  of  action  taken  by  the 
Council  under  the  Housing  Acts  during  1957  in  relation  to  houses  unfit 
for  human  habitation  : — 


PROPERTY 

STATUTORY  ACTION  TAKEN 

Rose  Cottage,  Church  Road, 
Stonnall. 

Demolition  Order, 

22nd  March,  1957. 

Reservoir  Cottage,  Watling  Street, 
Hints. 

Demolition  Order, 

22nd  March,  1957. 

75,  77  &  79  Birmingham  Road, 
Shenstone  Wood  End. 

Demolition  Order, 

24th  May,  1957. 

3  &  5  Oak  Lane, 

Boney  Hay. 

Demolition  Order, 

24th  May,  1957. 

58,  60  &  64  Main  Street, 
Whittington. 

Demolition  Order, 

26th  July,  1957. 

1-21  Pavior’s  Row, 

Hammerwich. 

Compulsory  Purchase  Order, 

27th  September,  1957. 

Two  Cottages,  Bullocks  End, 
Drayton  Bassett. 

Demolition  Order, 

27th  December,  1957. 

62  Mill  Lane, 

Fazeley. 

Undertaking  accepted, 

27th  December,  1957. 
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It  will  be  seen  that,  apart  from  the  21  houses  in  Pavior’s  Row, 
Hammerwich,  the  action  in  each  case  related  to  individual  houses  or 
very  small  groups  of  houses,  and  that  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in 
all  cases  except  one,  in  which  an  undertaking  was  given  by  the  owner 
that  the  house  would  not  again  be  used  for  human  habitation  until  it  had 
been  made  fit.  None  of  the  owners  exercised  their  right  to  appeal  in  the 
County  Court.  In  the  case  of  the  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  the 
unfitness  of  the  houses  was  not  challenged,  but  one  of  the  owners 
appealed  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  on  other 
grounds.  The  Minister  had  not  given  his  decision  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  number  of  unfit  houses  dealt  with  during  1957,  at  34,  compares 
with  figures  of  22  in  1956  and  19  in  1955.  These  75  houses,  together  with 
the  27  houses  in  Fazeley,  regarding  which  action  had  been  initiated  in 
1954,  represent  the  CounciPs  effort  to  implement  its  programme  of 
dealing  with  271  unfit  houses  in  a  five-year  period.  It  can,  I  think,  be 
reasonably  claimed  that  the  figures  quoted  indicate  very  satisfactory 
progress  in  the  CounciPs  slum-clearance  programme  in  the  period  up 
to  the  autumn  of  1957,  although,  as  stated  earlier,  the  actual  clearance 
of  the  houses  has,  of  course,  lagged  behind  the  statutory  action  just 
referred  to.  Unfortunately,  the  national  financial  position  made  restric¬ 
tion  of  house-building  necessary  in  the  latter  part  of  1957  to  a  degree 
which  inevitably  slowed,  and  is  continuing  to  slow,  the  CounciPs 
slum-clearance  programme.  It  is  already  obvious  that  the  programme 
cannot  be  achieved  in  the  time  visualised.  In  the  light  of  the  human 
problem  involved  in  the  continued  occupation  of  houses  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  one  can  only  hope  that  the  return  to  the  rate  of 
progress  recently  achieved  will  not  be  too  long  delayed. 

The  CounciPs  efforts  to  secure  the  improvement  of  houses  by  the 
provision  of  additional  amenities  in  houses  of  a  basically  sound  character 
were  continued  during  the  year  by  means  of  “  improvement  grants,” 
as  were  efforts  to  ensure  that  necessary  repairs  to  tenanted  houses  were 
carried  out.  Particulars  of  this  work  will  be  found  in  the  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector’s  report. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Supply  arrangements  in  the  various  parts  of  the  District  remained 
as  in  previous  years.  Regular  testing  was  carried  out  by  the  various 
authorities  responsible,  and  showed  that  piped  supplies  were  of  satis¬ 
factory  quality.  Chlorination  was,  however,  carried  out  at  most  pumping 
stations  as  a  routine  precautionary  measure,  and  in  all  cases  where  burst 
or  damaged  pipes  led  to  the  possibility  of  contamination.  The  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company,  which 
covers  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  District,  reported  that  the  waters 
supplied  by  his  Company  were  not  likely  to  dissolve  lead  from  pipes, 
and  that  samples  of  tap  water  tested  did  not  contain  any  appreciable 
quantities  of  lead. 
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He  also  reported  that  two  of  the  pumping  stations  supplying  parts 
of  the  District  contain  small  quantities  of  fluoride,  but  that  the  supply 
of  water  for  the  greater  part  of  the  District  does  not  contain  any  fluoride. 
No  arrangements  have  as  yet  been  authorised  for  the  addition  of  fluoride 
to  water  supplies  in  the  Midlands  and,  in  view  of  the  large  number  of 
local  authority  areas  covered  by  supplies  from  the  South  Staffordshire 
Waterworks  Company,  it  would  obviously  be  impracticable  to  introduce 
any  such  arrangements  for  the  water  supplied  to  one  local  authority  area. 
I  feel,  however,  that  it  is  regrettable  that  a  measure  of  proven  safety  and 
efficiency  in  reducing  dental  decay  should  be  so  little  used  throughout 
this  country,  when  it  is  so  widely  and  so  successfully  used  in  other 
countries. 

The  Engineer-in-Chief  stated  that  only  29  houses  in  the  part  of  the 
District  covered  by  his  Company  were  supplied  by  standpipes  in  1957 
as  compared  with  50  houses  supplied  in  the  previous  year,  which  can  be 
regarded  as  very  satisfactory  progress  in  the  elimination  of  this 
undesirable  method  of  supplying  piped  water  to  householders. 

The  record  of  samples  of  drinking-water  sent  to  the  laboratories  for 
examination,  listed  in  an  earlier  paragraph  of  this  report,  indicates  the 
supervision  exercised  over  supplies  of  well  and  other  raw  waters 
suspected  of  being  contaminated.  This  supervision  is  an  important,  and 
sometimes  time-consuming,  part  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Information  regarding  inspection  of  factories  undertaken  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  during  1957  are  set  out  below  : — 

1.  Inspections  for  Purpose  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 


NUMBER  OF 

PREMISES 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

48 

7 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

5 

— 

— 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (including 
works  of  building  and  engineering 
construction  but  not  including  out¬ 
workers’  premises)  . 

10 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

63 

7 

— 
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2.  Defects  Found  and  Action  Taken 


PARTICULARS 

NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  by 
H.M. 
Inspector 

In  respect  of 
which  Prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Insufficient .. . 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Unsuitable  or 

Conveniences  defective  . . . 

7 

7 

1 

- 

Not  separate 
for  sexes  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

No  certificate  as  to  means  of 

escape  in  case  of  fire 

1 

1 

1 

TOTAL... 

9 

9 

2 

— 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERS 

(Prepared  by  J.  G.  Rimand,  Esq.,  M.I.Mun.E.,  Engineer  and  Surveyor) 

Generally  throughout  the  District,  disposal  works  have  been  well 
maintained  by  the  workmen  employed  by  you.  Final  effluents  are  at 
times  below  standard.  This  is,  in  my  opinion,  due  to  the  effect  household 
detergents  have  on  the  process  of  purification,  together  with  the  fact  that 
many  disposal  works  are  overloaded.  It  should  be  noted  that  schemes 
for  the  enlargement  of  certain  of  these  are  in  hand. 

Alrewas. — The  sewage  disposal  works  at  Alrewas  is  working 
satisfactorily  but  the  flow  from  the  village  has  increased,  and  the  works 
is  now  working  to  capacity. 

Proposals  for  extending  this  works  will  be  prepared  in  the  near 
future.  Although  negotiations  have  been  in  hand  for  some  years 
regarding  cleaning  out  the  brook,  I  regret  to  say  that  these  have  not 
produced  any  result. 

In  the  village  of  Fradley  the  general  sewage  system  is  unsatisfactory, 
and  steps  will  have  to  be  taken  at  a  later  date  to  connect  either  to  the 
Alrewas  system  or  to  provide  a  separate  disposal  works. 

Armitage  and  Longdon. — The  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
scheme  for  these  parishes  is  working  very  satisfactorily.  The  small 
sewage  disposal  works  at  Armitage  has  had  its  reserve  capacity  absorbed 
and  consideration  has  been  given  to  its  being  replaced  with  a  pumping 
plant,  discharging  into  the  new  disposal  works.  Proposals  for  this  will 
be  prepared  shortly. 

Brindley  Heath.— The  new  disposal  works  is  working 
satisfactorily. 

The  existing  works  at  Brindley  Heath  has  to  be  kept  in  operation 
due  to  the  school  being  connected. 

The  works  at  Penkridge  Bank  is  working  satisfactorily. 

Burntwood. — The  pumping  station  at  Cannock  Road  is  working 
satisfactorily  but  the  Peter’s  Lane  disposal  works  is  seriously  overloaded 
and  in  need  of  enlargement,  the  chief  problem  being  the  large  quantities 
of  storm  water  and  sludge  that  have  to  be  dealt  with.  Proposals  are  in 
course  of  preparation  to  deal  with  these. 

The  works  at  Chasetown  to  which  minor  improvements  were  carried 
out  are  working  reasonably  satisfactory. 

The  Council  have  approved  the  preparation  of  proposals  for  the 
enlargement  and  modernising  of  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
scheme  in  this  parish.  A  survey  and  investigations  have  been  made 
covering  the  whole  system  and  a  report  together  with  recommendations 
for  improvements  is  now  in  course  of  preparation. 

Clifton  Campville. — The  sewerage  system  in  this  village  is  totally 
inadequate.  Plans  for  a  modern  works  and  sewerage  system  have  been 
completed  and  are  under  consideration  by  the  Ministry. 
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Colton. — Conditions  show  little  change  in  this  parish  ;  but  some 
attention  will  be  needed  to  the  main  sewer  and  the  disposal  works  in  the 
next  few  years. 

Curborougli  and  Elmhurst. — The  pumping  station  and  disposal 
works  near  to  the  outfall  of  the  sewer  near  the  Elmhurst  portion  of  the 
parish  has  effected  a  considerable  improvement. 

Drayton  Bassett. — The  pumping  station  and  disposal  works 
constructed  to  deal  with  the  sewage  from  the  Council’s  housing  estate 
is  working  satisfactorily.  The  general  sewerage  of  the  village,  however, 
is  unsatisfactory,  and  steps  will  have  to  be  taken  in  the  future  to  deal  with 
same.  The  new  pumping  station  at  Drayton  Manor  is  working 
satisfactorily. 

Edingale. — The  small  pumping  station  and  disposal  works  which 
was  constructed  to  deal  with  the  Council  houses  is  working  satisfactorily. 

The  general  sewerage  system  of  the  village,  however,  is  most 
unsatisfactory  and  steps  will  be  taken  at  a  very  early  date  to  prepare  a 
proper  scheme. 

Fazeley. — The  sewage  from  Fazeley  is  dealt  with  by  the  Tamworth 
Sewerage  Joint  Committee,  passing  from  the  main  sewer  in  Watling 
Street,  under  the  canal,  to  Tamworth.  Considerable  development  has 
taken  place  at  Mile  Oak  and  the  main  sewer  is  inadequate.  The  pumping 
station  at  Brook  End,  Fazeley,  is  working  satisfactorily. 

Hammer wich. — The  Watling  Street  disposal  works  is  working  as 
satisfactorily  as  can  be  expected  having  regard  to  the  fact  that,  during 
the  year,  the  flow  of  this  already  overloaded  works,  has  very  considerably 
increased,  due  to  the  large  scale  development  now  taking  place  in 
Brownhills  and  which  drains  into  this  works.  A  scheme  for  the  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  the  works  to  deal  with  this  development  is  now  under  considera¬ 
tion  by  the  Ministry. 

A  scheme  has  been  prepared  to  deal  with  Newtown,  which  will 
mean  the  construction  of  a  small  disposal  works. 

The  pumping  station  at  Triangle  is  in  need  of  overhauling,  and  this 
work  will  be  put  in  hand  in  the  near  future. 

Hamstall  Ridware.-— A  scheme  has  been  prepared  for  the 
sewering  of  this  village,  but  it  appears  unlikely  that  same  will  be  carried 
out  for  some  little  time. 

Harlaston.— The  improvements  now  carried  out  have  resulted  in 
an  improved  effluent. 

Hopwas. — These  works,  which  were  reconstructed  before  the  war, 
are  working  satisfactorily. 

Kings  Bromley. — A  scheme  has  been  prepared  for  the  sewering 
of  this  village  and  the  construction  of  a  small  disposal  works,  but,  as  in 
the  case  of  Hamstall  Ridware,  it  appears  unlikely  that  same  will  be 


22 


carried  out  for  some  little  time.  In  the  meantime,  the  tank  constructed 
as  a  temporary  measure  at  the  sewer  outfall  is  working  as  satisfactorily 
as  can  be  expected. 

Mavesyn  Ridware.— The  small  pumping  station  and  disposal 
plant  constructed  in  Hill  Ridware  and  Blithbury  in  order  to  deal  with  the 
sewage  from  the  Council  houses  are  working  satisfactorily.  The  general 
position  of  Hill  Ridware  is  however,  most  unsatisfactory,  and  the 
preparation  of  a  scheme  for  a  proper  system  is  just  about  to  be  started. 

Shenstone. — The  new  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  for  the 
village  of  Shenstone  was  completed  in  December.  The  pumping  stations 
at  Lynn  Lane  and  Woodend  are  working  satisfactorily.  The  disposal 
works  at  Little  Aston  are  giving  a  reasonable  effluent  despite  the  fact 
that  they  are  seriously  overloaded.  The  enlargement  of  this  works,  with 
a  view  to  dealing  with  a  portion  of  the  Aldridge  Urban  District  has  been 
approved  by  the  Ministry  and  work  will  be  commenced  during  the 
coming  year. 

The  disposal  works  at  Stonnall  are  coping  satisfactorily  with  the 
increased  flow  from  the  development  now  taking  place  in  Stonnall,  but 
some  improvements  will  have  to  be  carried  out  in  the  future  to  improve 
the  fall  through  the  works. 

Streethay. — These  works  were  reconstructed  during  the  war  in 
order  to  deal  with  the  flow  from  the  W.A.A.F.  Camp.  A  modern 
bacteria  bed  and  humus  tanks  have  been  provided,  and  these  are  working 
satisfactorily. 

Swinfen  and  Packington. — The  disposal  works  at  Botany  Bay,  to 
deal  with  the  Council  housing  estate,  is  working  very  satisfactorily. 

Wall. — The  disposal  works  for  this  village  is  working  fairly 
satisfactory  now  that  minor  improvements  have  been  completed.  The 
Muckley  Corner  end  of  this  Parish  will,  however,  need  attention  in  the 
future  and  could  be  dealt  with  in  conjunction  with  the  proposals  that 
were  prepared  some  time  ago  for  completing  the  sewerage  system  of  the 
adjoining  village  of  Hammerwich. 

Whittington.— The  disposal  works  in  this  village  is  working 
satisfactorily.  Consideration,  however,  will  have  to  be  given  in  the  not 
so  distant  future  for  the  modernising  of  same.  In  the  meantime  the  new 
pumping  plant  is  giving  a  very  much  improved  service. 

Wigginton. — Conditions,  in  the  portion  of  Wigginton  village  which 
is  sewered,  are  quite  good,  the  disposal  being  carried  out  by  the 
Tamworth  Sewerage  Joint  Committee. 

Elford,  Gentleshaw,  Hints  and  Weeford. — There  is  no  change 
to  report  in  the  sewerage  conditions  existing  in  these  parishes,  which 
have  been  considered,  along  with  the  remainder  of  the  District,  by  the 
Health  Committee,  to  whom  a  report  has  been  presented.  This  report 
makes  certain  recommendations  as  to  the  order  of  the  priority  in  which 
the  works  detailed  in  it  shall  be  carried  out  and  steps  are  being  taken  to 
implement  the  Committee’s  decision. 


23 


i 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Lichfield  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Administration 
of  the  District  for  1957. 

The  Council’s  progress  in  their  five  years’  programme  for  dealing 
with  sub-standard  houses  continued  satisfactorily  until  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  when  national  financial  restrictions  dictated  that  the  rate  of 
house  building  should  be  cut  down.  It  is,  however,  highly  desirable  to 
avoid  unnecessary  delay  in  dealing  with  slum  clearance  sites  which  were 
scheduled  for  demolition  in  earlier  years. 

Work  in  connection  with  food  administration  increased  con¬ 
siderably  during  the  year.  The  survey  of  food  premises  under  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955  was  completed  and  increasing  demand 
was  made  on  the  time  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  for  meat  inspection 
duties.  It  is,  I  think,  of  considerable  importance  to  Local  Authorities 
having  responsibilities  in  providing  a  meat  inspection  service  to  ensure 
that  100%  inspection  is  undertaken.  Experience  shows  that  this  can 
only  be  effected  by  some  control  of  slaughtering  hours.  Far  too  much 
personal  time  has  to  be  given,  at  present,  by  the  Inspectors  undertaking 
these  duties. 

Other  work  of  the  Department  included  an  increased  service  for 
Rodent  Control,  particularly  in  relation  to  agricultural  premises,  and 
the  beginning  of  an  interest  in  Atmospheric  Pollution  with  the  advent 
of  the  proposed  new  Power  Station  at  Armitage. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Palmer  was  appointed  to  the  Department  as  Pupil 
Public  Health  Inspector  during  the  year. 

I  would  again  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council,  their  Officers, 
Staff,  and  particularly  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  the  interest 
and  co-operation  extended  to  me  throughout  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

GEORGE  LEEDER, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 


July,  1958. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  Parishes  of  Fazeley  and  Wigginton  and  part  of  the  Parish  of 
Drayton  Bassett  are  supplied  by  the  Tam  worth  Waterworks  Joint 
Board. 

Part  of  the  Parish  of  Colton  is  supplied  with  water  purchased  by  the 
Council  from  the  Rugeley  Urban  District  Council. 

The  Parish  or  parts  thereof,  of  Alrewas,  Armitage,  Brindley  Health, 
Burntwood,  Clifton  Campville,  Colton,  Curborough  and  Elmhurst, 
Drayton  Bassett,  Edingale,  Elford,  Farewell  and  Chorley,  Fisherwick, 
Hammerwich,  Hamstall  Ridware,  Harlaston,  Hints,  Kings  Bromley, 
Longdon,  Mavesyn  Ridware,  Shenstone,  Streethay,  Swinfen  and 
Packington,  Thorpe  Constantine,  Whittington,  Weeford  and  Wall,  are 
supplied  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  A.  Robertson,  B.Sc.,  M.Inst.C.E., 
Engineer-in-Chief,  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company,  for  the 
following  information  relative  to  the  piped  water  supplied  to  the 
District  : — 

1.  The  water  supply  during  1957  was  satisfactory  in  (a)  quality  and 
(b)  quantity. 

2.  The  supply  to  the  Lichfield  Rural  District  is  derived  from  eleven 
pumping  stations  which  supply  not  only  the  Rural  District  but 
other  areas  as  well. 

Regular  and  frequent  samples  from  all  stations  are  examined  both 
bacteriologically  and  chemically  and  where  treatment  is  practised 
bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  water  are  carried  out. 
Samples  are  regularly  examined  from  the  service  reservoir  and 
repumping  station  at  Gentleshaw,  as  well  as  from  various  taps 
and  hydrants  in  the  area. 

45  samples  from  Gentleshaw  Reservoir  were  all  free  from  coliform 
bacteria,  while  one  out  of  45  samples  from  the  repumping  station 
contained  intermediate  bacteria. 

204  samples  from  taps  and  hydrants  were  examined  and  of  these 
187  were  free  from  coliform  bacteria. 

Owing  to  the  number  of  sources  and  the  relatively  large  area  of 
distribution,  wide  variations  in  the  chemical  composition  of  the 
water  supplies  are  found. 

In  1957  the  average  hardness  of  the  water  at  various  places  was  as 
follows  : — 

Chase  Terrace  ...  121  parts  per  million 

Clifton  Campville  ...  169  „  „  „ 

Hamstall  Ridware  ...  155  „  „  „ 

Little  Aston  ...  ...  218  „  „  „ 

3.  The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo  solvency  and  134  tap  samples 
were  all  free  from  any  appreciable  quantities  of  lead. 

4.  Chlorination  is  practised  at  most  of  the  Pumping  Stations  but  this 
is  largely  precautionary.  In  cases  of  possible  contamination 
following  burst  or  damaged  pipes,  emptying  reservoirs,  etc., 
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emergency  chlorination  of  the  effected  fitting  or  structure  is  carried 
out  and  special  apparatus  and  staff  are  available  for  the  purpose. 
New  mains  are  not  brought  into  use  until  the  water  has  been 
examined  and  pronounced  satisfactory. 

5.  (a)  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  direct  at  31st 

December,  1957,  was  9,056,  and  the  estimated  population  for  these 
houses,  based  on  an  average  of  3.4  persons  per  house  was  30,790. 
(b)  The  number  of  houses  supplied  by  means  of  standpipes  at  the 
end  of  1957  was  29,  or  an  estimated  population  of  99  persons  served 
by  this  means  based  on  the  average  of  3.4  persons  per  house. 

During  the  year  attention  was  given  to  the  water  supply  at  2  cottages 
in  the  district  which  are  remote  from  any  source  of  mains  water  supply 
to  allow  for  a  connection.  The  source  of  the  existing  supply  has  been 
under  constant  supervision  for  a  number  of  years,  and  water  filters  were 
fitted  to  the  taps  in  the  houses  some  years  ago,  with  satisfactory  results. 
Early  in  1957  the  source  of  supply  deteriorated  in  quality  and  the  filters 
were  unable  to  cope  with  the  contamination  taking  place.  A  series  of 
bacteriological  samples  were  taken  and  discussion  took  place  with  the 
filter  manufacturers,  but  although  there  was  an  improvement  shown  in 
the  results  of  the  samples  taken  after  new  filters  were  fitted,  it  was 
considered  inadvisable  to  rely  on  the  existing  source  of  supply  for 
drinking  purposes  and  arrangements  were  made  for  a  daily  delivery  of 
water  in  churns  from  a  mains  pipe  supply. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 
1st  April,  1957— 31st  March,  1958 

The  cost  of  the  Council’s  Public  Cleansing  Service,  so  far  as  can 
be  ascertained  pending  balance  of  the  Council’s  accounts  for  the  year 
under  review,  amounted  to  £23,250. 

The  Service  has  continued  throughout  the  year  on  a  weekly 
collection  basis.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  a  trial  was  made  with  a 
new  fore  and  aft  type  refuse  vehicle  when  it  was  found  that  it  was 
possible  to  utilise  this  vehicle  on  rounds  normally  undertaken  by  two 
side-loading  vehicles  each  of  10  cu.  yd.  capacity,  and  in  consequence 
the  Council  decided  to  place  an  order  for  the  new  type  of  vehicle  which 
will  be  fitted  with  diesel  engine. 

In  order  to  allow  for  future  replacement  of  refuse  vehicles  as 
necessary,  the  Council  decided  to  operate  a  vehicle  repairs  and  renewals 
fund. 

The  care  and  maintenance  of  refuse  tips  have  shown  noticeable 
improvement  since  the  purchase  of  mechanical  equipment  some  two 
years  ago,  and  the  tips  have  been  maintained  virtually  free  from  any 
serious  infestations  likely  to  be  a  nuisance  to  public  health. 

As  mentioned  in  the  report  for  1956,  the  Council  formulated  a 
Salvage  Service  for  the  recovery  and  disposal  of  waste  paper  and  scrap 
metal. 
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The  following  table  gives  details  of  this  service  : — 


Material 

Weight 

Income 

Expenditure 

Deficit 

Waste  Paper 
Scrap  Metal 
Rags 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

101  10  0  0 

11  16  2  7 

2  12  3  3 

£  s.  d. 
710  10  0 
168  12  6 

42  9  6 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

Total 

115  19  1  10 

921  12  0 

954  16  6 

33  4  6 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  there  was  quite  a  considerable  drop  in 
the  market  prices  of  scrap  metal,  and  this  was  followed  by  a  reduction 
in  the  market  value  of  waste  paper  resulting  in  the  Service  sustaining  a 
loss  in  operation  on  a  full  12-month  period. 

The  Council’s  Cesspool  Emptying  Service  has  again  been  operating 
to  full  capacity  throughout  the  year. 


HOUSING 

During  the  year  two  important  changes  were  made  in  the  housing 
legislation  of  this  country  when  Parliament  placed  on  the  statute  book, 
the  Housing  Act,  1957,  and  the  Rent  Act,  1957. 

The  Housing  Act,  1957,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st 
September,  1957,  repeals  and  re-enacts  in  consolidated  form,  the 
provisions  of  the  earlier  Housing  Acts. 

During  the  year  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  came  into  operation.  The 
main  effects  of  this  Act  provide  for  the  de-control  of  certain  categories 
of  dwelling-houses  ;  for  exemption  of  new  lettings  from  control ;  and 
for  fixing  new  rent  limits  for  those  dwelling-houses  which  remain 
subject  to  control.  The  Act  modifies  and  revises  all  the  Rent  and 
Mortgage  Interest  Restrictions  Acts,  1920-1955.  Details  of  the  action 
taken  since  this  Act  came  into  force  on  the  6th  July,  1957,  will  be  found 
in  later  paragraphs. 

The  Council’s  progress  during  the  year  in  respect  of  houses  dealt 
with  by  the  Health  Department  under  the  Housing  Acts,  continued 
satisfactorily  until  national  financial  restrictions  were  imposed  towards 
the  end  of  1957,  when  in  common  with  a  majority  of  Local  Authorities, 
the  Council’s  programme  of  house  building  was  severely  restricted.  It 
can,  never  the  less,  be  claimed  that  this  Council  have  maintained  their 
progress  in  the  operation  of  the  5-year  programme  of  slum  clearance, 
formulated  under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  and 
which  allowed  for  the  demolition  of  some  271  unfit  houses  within  the 
period  of  five  years. 

(a)  Housing  Act,  1957 — Section  16  (Demolition  Orders) 

Official  Representations  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  were 
considered  by  the  Health  Committee  in  respect  of  13  houses  and 
which  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation.  Demolition  orders 
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were  made  in  respect  of  12  of  the  houses,  and  in  the  remaining  case, 
the  Council  accepted  an  undertaking  from  the  owner  to  carry  out 
specified  works  of  improvement  which  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Council,  render  the  house  fit  for  human  habitation.  In  each  case 
the  Council  indicated  that  they  would  rehouse  the  tenants. 


(b)  Housing  Act,  1957 — Section  42  (Clearance  Areas) 

Official  Representations  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was 
accepted  by  the  Council  in  respect  of  one  area  as  follows  : — 

Paviors  Row,  Hammerwich,  Compulsory  Purchase 
Order,  1957 

The  area  comprised  a  total  of  21  houses  covering  2,660 
acres  and  with  a  population  of  65  persons.  No  appeal  was 
made  against  the  Order  which  has  since  been  confirmed  by  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  without 
modification. 

In  the  report  for  1956  mention  was  made  of  the  High  Street, 
Colton  Compulsory  Purchase  Order,  1956,  dealing  with  4  houses. 
This  Order  was  confirmed  during  1957  by  the  Minister  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  with  certain  modifications  which  affect  the 
payment  of  compensation  only. 

In  all  instances  the  formalities  of  procedure  are  now  in  progress 
to  secure  the  clearance  or  demolition  of  the  buildings  in  the  areas 
and  the  redevelopment  of  the  sites  where  necessary. 

(c)  Repairs  to  Houses 

Action  to  secure  the  repair  of  houses  is  largely  undertaken  by 
means  of  informal  action  and  during  the  year  a  total  of  102  houses 
were  dealt  with  in  this  manner.  In  addition  formal  action  by  means 
of  the  Service  of  Notices  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  or  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  secured  the  repair  of  a  further  7  houses. 

(d)  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

(1)  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 

No  applications  for  “  Certificates  of  Disrepair  ”  were  received 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  which  has,  since  6th  July,  1957, 
been  repealed  by  the  Rent  Act,  1957. 

(2)  Rent  Act,  1957 

In  the  year  under  review,  35  applications  were  received  from 
tenants  for  “  Certificates  of  Disrepair  ”  following  the  Service  of  a 
Notice  of  Increase  of  Rent  on  the  tenants  by  the  landlord,  and  the 
following  tables  gives  details  of  these  applications. 

(i)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates .  35 

(ii)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  ...  ...  Nil 

(iii)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates — 

(i a )  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects 
lb)  in  respect  of  all  defects 


•  • « 


25 

10 
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(iv)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 

paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule .  30 

(v)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority 

under  proviso  to  paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule  Nil 

(vi)  Number  of  Certificates  issued .  5 


Provision  of  New  Houses 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  progress  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  new  houses  throughout  the  District  : — 


Completed 

during 

1957 

By  Private  Building  ...  101 

By  Council  .  60 


Under 

Construction 
at  end  of 
year 

113 

126 


Constructed 

since 

1st  April,  1945 
503 
1,742 


In  the  letting  of  new  houses  every  consideration  is  given  by  the 
Council  to  representations  made  by  the  Health  Department  on 
behalf  of  families  living  in  overcrowded  or  seriously  unsuitable 
houses. 


(f)  Housing  Act,  1957  (Improvement  Grants) 


The  Council  has  continued  its  policy  of  extending  grant  aid  in 
respect  of  improvements  to  private  dwelling-houses  and  details  of 
the  grants  given  during  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 


Applications 

Number  Granted 

Total 

Value 

of 

Works 

Total 

Value 

of 

Grants 

Received 

No.  of  Houses 

Refused 

Withdrawn 

Owner/ 

Occupier 

Others 

23 

32 

Nil 

Nil 

13 

19 

£16,100 

£7,489 

SHOPS  ACT 

It  was  not  necessary  to  institute  any  formal  proceedings  under  this 
Act  during  the  year,  although  following  repeated  complaints  in  one  area 
of  the  District  that  the  “  closing  hours  ”  were  not  being  complied  with, 
the  Council  authorised  the  issue  of  letters  to  individual  shopkeepers 
warning  that  continued  failure  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
“  closing  hours  ”  would  result  in  proceedings  being  taken  against 
offenders.  Subsequent  observations  showed  that  the  Council’s  letter 
had  been  noted  and  that  the  requirements  of  the  Act  were  being 
observed. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

In  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  Council  and  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research 
for  Atmospheric  Pollution,  arrangements  were  made  for  the  placing  of 
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instruments  for  assessing  the  deposited  atmospheric  impurity  and  for 
estimating  the  activity  of  sulphur  gases  in  the  atmosphere  at  3  sites 
within  a  radius  of  approximately  2  miles  of  the  new  Power  Station  that 
is  under  construction  in  the  Parish  of  Armitage  and  which  it  is  antici¬ 
pated,  will  be  in  operation  during  1960.  The  purpose  of  this  investigation 
is  to  secure  information  of  atmospheric  conditions  before  that  station 
comes  into  operation,  so  that  comparisons  can  be  noted  if  the  conditions 
deteriorate  in  the  years  to  come,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  by  the  time 
the  Power  Station  is  operating,  sufficient  data  will  be  available  to  give  this 
comparison.  The  instruments  have  been  sited  at  : 

(a)  Fair  View,  Handsacre. 

(b)  Sewage  Works,  Armitage. 

(c)  Chadwick  Arms,  Hill  Ridware, 

and  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  July,  1957. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  records  obtained  : — 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Table  1 

DEPOSIT  GAUGES— RECORDS  OF  DEPOSITS 

Deposits  in  Tons  per  Square  Mile  per  Month. 


Fair  View, 

Sewage  Works, 

Chadwick  Arms, 

Month 

Handsacre 

Armitage 

Hill  Ridware 

July  . 

11.35 

10.91 

10.14 

August 

7.29 

10.61 

8.41 

September 

8.18 

9.66 

10.41 

October 

6.32 

6.58 

9.63 

November 

5.98 

4.26 

5.17 

December 

5.89 

6.65 

6.89 

Total  ... 

45.01 

48.67 

50.65 

Monthly  Average 

7.50 

8.11 

8.44 

Table  2 

LEAD  PEROXIDE  GAUGES— RECORD  OF  SULPHUR  POLLUTION 


Weight  of  Sulphur  Trioxide  collected — in  milligrammes  per  100  square 

centimetres  per  day. 


Fair  View, 

Sewage  Works, 

Chadwick  Arms, 

Month 

Handsacre 

Armitage 

Hill  Ridware 

July  . 

0.58 

0.81 

0.43 

August 

0.46 

0.54 

0.25 

September 

0.70 

0.95 

0.44 

October 

1.01 

1.38 

0.80 

November 

1.39 

1.64 

1.16 

December 

1.07 

1.81 

0.88 

Total  ... 

5.21 

7.13 

3.96 

Monthly  Average 

0.87 

1.19 

0.66 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

As  a  result  of  the  decision  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  to  close  down  the  Service  undertaken  by  the  Pest  Department 
of  the  County  Agriculture  Committee,  the  Council  decided  to  extend 
their  Service  to  enable  a  survey  to  be  undertaken  of  all  agricultural 
lands  in  the  District  and  to  carry  out  treatment  of  any  premises  found 
to  be  infested.  A  Rodent  Officer  was  therefore  appointed  in  June,  1957, 
and  by  the  end  of  the  financial  year,  good  progress  had  been  made  in  the 
survey  of  agricultural  land.  A  total  of  151  agricultural  premises  were 
surveyed  and  the  Council  had  accepted  contracts  to  carry  out  treatment 
in  respect  of  infestations  at  21  farm  premises  and  3  industrial  premises. 

In  only  a  few  instances  were  complaints  received  in  respect  of 
infestations  at  private  dwelling-houses  and  in  all  instances  it  was  found 
that  the  infestation  was  only  of  a  minor  character.  Throughout  the  year, 
the  Council’s  Refuse  Tips  received  regular  attention  and  here  again  the 
policy  of  using  mechanical  equipment  on  Refuse  Tips  enabling  the 
refuse  to  be  covered  with  soil,  has  considerably  minimised  the  nuisance 
from  rat  infestation. 

PETROLEUM  CONSOLIDATION  ACT,  1928 

The  provisions  of  this  Act  have  been  under  the  administration  of 
the  Health  Department  for  a  number  of  years,  and  during  1957  a  total  of 
132  licenses  were  issued  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit. 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 
Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

There  are  12  licensed  slaughterhouses  and  2  licensed  knackers 
yards  premises  in  the  District.  One  of  the  slaughterhouse  premises  is 
also  designated  as  a  Certification  centre  for  the  dead- weight  grading  of 
pigs  and  your  Inspectors  act  as  the  Grading  Officers  on  behalf  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered,  namely  42,694  as  compared  with  27,724  in  1956.  There 
were  increases  in  all  types  of  animals,  the  most  marked  being  an  increase 
in  respect  of  sheep  and  lambs  from  12,881  to  18,583,  and  the  number  of 
pigs  slaughtered  increased  from  7,859  to  13,094.  It  is  of  interest  to  note 
however,  that  the  amount  of  meat  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption  did  not  show  the  same  proportional  increase,  37  J  tons  in 
1957  as  compared  with  36J  tons  in  1956. 

It  is  regretted  that  with  the  considerable  increase  in  animals 
slaughtered  it  was  only  possible  to  undertake  90%  of  inspection.  The 
increased  slaughtering  occurred  largely  at  one  wholesale  slaughterhouse 
where  slaughtering  takes  place  between  7  a.m.-9  p.m.  daily  and  during 
week-ends.  These  conditions  provide  sound  argument  for  the  control 
of  slaughtering  hours  so  as  to  ensure  that  a  more  complete  inspection 
service  can  be  provided. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  numbers  of  carcases 
inspected  and  the  total  weight  of  meat  and  other  foods  condemned 
during  the  year. 
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CATTLE 

EXCLUDING 

COWS 

cows 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

AND 

LAMBS 

PIGS 

HORSES 

Number  killed  (if  known)  ... 

2768 

2408 

5841 

18583 

13094 

23 

Number  inspected  ... 

2600 

2350 

5100 

14795 

13094 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

71 

16 

27 

18 

. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

322 

382 

8 

226 

812 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci  ... 

11.74 

18.81 

.41 

1.35 

6.43 

■ 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

6 

26 

2 

■ — 

3 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

116 

223 

— - 

— 

342 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

4.77 

10.34 

.036 

— 

2.64 

— 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

- 

-  , 

-  -  -- 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

DISEASED  MEAT  AND  OFFALS 


All  Diseases,  except  Tuberculosis  : 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs 

CATTLE : 

Carcase  Meat 

13 

16 

2 

11 

Offals  ...  . 

5 

12 

2 

11 

CALVES : 

Carcase  Meat 

— 

10 

2 

6 

Offals  ... 

— 

— 

1 

4 

SHEEP  : 

Carcase  Meat 

— 

15 

0 

22 

Offals  ... 

— 

6 

3 

0 

PIGS  : 

Carcase  Meat 

1 

6 

1 

21 

Offals  ... 

1 

1 

0 

8 

Tuberculosis 

only  : 

CATTLE : 

Carcase  Meat 

8 

3 

3 

10 

Offals  ... 

3 

0 

0 

23 

CALVES : 

Carcase  Meat 

— 

— 

3 

16 

Offals  ... 

— 

— 

1 

12 

SHEEP : 

Carcase  Meat 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offals . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

PIGS  : 

Carcase  Meat 

2 

12 

2 

27 

Offals  ... 

— 

4 

0 

16 

TOTAL 

37 

11 

0 

15 
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ICE  CREAM  PREMISES 


There  are  no  premises  registered  for  the  manufacturer  of  Ice  Cream 
in  the  District.  All  supplies  to  the  93  shops  registered  for  retail  sale  are 
obtained  from  sources  outside  the  District. 


Seven  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  submitted  to  the  Bacteriological 
Laboratories,  Stafford,  for  examination,  the  results  being  as  follows  : — 


Highly  satisfactory  . . . 

Satisfactory . 

Doubtful 

Unsatisfactory 


Grade  1 
Grade  2 
Grade  3 
Grade  4 


•  •  • 


5 

0 

0 

2 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  survey  of  all  food  premises  throughout  the  District  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  was  completed  during 
the  course  of  the  year  under  review.  Full  statistical  details  of  the  survey 
were  considered  by  the  Health  Committee  on  the  6th  December,  1957, 
and  in  general,  the  report  indicated  that  the  Council  can  be  reasonably 
satisfied  that  all  premises  throughout  their  District  can  be  considered 
to  be  of  a  reasonable  standard  of  hygiene.  In  only  very  few  instances 
was  it  necessary  to  demand  improvements  of  a  major  character  in  order 
to  bring  the  premises  to  the  standard  set  by  the  regulations. 

The  following  table  gives  some  details  from  the  results  of  the 
survey  : — 


Premises 

Total 

Total  Having 
Contraventions 

Licensed  Premises 

71 

32 

Cafes 

19 

14 

Clubs  ... 

12 

9 

General  Stores  . 

73 

55 

Grocers 

16 

16 

Butchers 

20 

16 

Off-Licences  ... 

1 

1 

Factory  Canteens 

7 

6 

Confectioners  ... 

6 

6 

Hotels  ... 

1 

1 

Bakeries 

4 

4 

Greengrocers  ... 

10 

3 

Butchers  and  Greengrocers  ... 

1 

1 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  ... 

4 

1 

Sweet  Shops  ... 

3 

— 

Fishmongers  ... 

2 

1 

Total  . 

250 

166 

